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mountain. From the Mandara1 he goes to the Kailasa2 and the Gandhamadana3.
The description of Mandara in which the poet indirectly alludes to the churning
of the ocean and acquisition of the nectar can not place it in the south although
it shows that Kalidasa has not been able to extricate himself from the traditional
allusion of the Puranas4. And it is clear that although he locates it in the range
of the Himalaya he indirectly refers to the mythology with respect to it. The
description of the south wind blowing from the region of Malaya must not be
confused and its evidence deduced in favour of locating Mandara in the south
as this description refers to Kailasa two verses after5 the verse in which the name
of Mandara occurs6,

Mem.

Meru7 or Sumeru8 according to the Mfihdbharata* is the Rudra Himalaya in
Garhwal, where the river Ganges has got its source; it is near Badarikasrama.
According to the Matsya Purdna the Sumeru mountain is bounded on the north
by Uttarakuru, on the south by Bharatavarsa, on the west by Kctumala and on
the east by Bharatavarsa10. The Padwa Parana likewise says that the Ganges takes ,
its rise from the Sumeru Parvata and flows to the ocean through Bharatavarsa11.
It may be noted that the Kedaranatha mountain in Garhwal is still traditionally
known as the original Sumeru12. Sherring holds that all local traditions fix
Mount Meru direct to the north of the Almora district13. Nundo Lai Dcy14
points out that the MababbSratdP gives the name of Meru to a mountain in Saka-
dvipa. He further observes: "It is the Mount Meros of Arrian near Mount Nysa
of Neshadha of the 'Barahmdnda p. (ch. .35); the Hindukush mountain (sec Me
Crindle's Ancient India as described by Megasthenes and Arrian, p. i8o16)." This
identification would place Meru or SumenTsomewhere in the Pamirs but Kalidasa's
description places it in the vicinity of the Kailasa and the Gandhamadana. After
his marriage Siva enjoys his honeymoon on the Meru17, Mandara18, Kailasa1* and
the Gandhamadana20 all of which are situated on or in the neighbourhood of the
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